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SUBJECT: XM-1 TANK SELECTION - PRESS RELEASE 

DOD PRESS RELEASE OF 22 JULY CONCERNING ARMY SELECTION OF 
A CONTRACTOR FOR THE XM-1 TANK IS QUOTED FOR INFORMATION 
AND APPROPRIATE USE: 

BEGIN QUOTE: 

SECRETARY OF THE ARMY MARTIN R. HOFFMANN ANNOUNCED TODAY 
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THAT THE ARMY HAD DECIDED TO MAKE THE DECISION AS TO THE 
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WINNER OF THE ARMY XM-1 TANK COMPETITION LATER THIS YEAR 
AFTER THE TWO COMPETING CONTRACTORS, CHRYSLER CORPORATION 
AND GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION, SUBMIT ADDITIONAL 
ALTERNATIVE PROPOSALS. 

THIS ADDITIONAL STEP REPRESENTS AN EXTENSION OF THE VALIDA- 
TION PHASE OF THE XM-1 TANK PROGRAM AND WILL CALL FOR THE 
COMPANIES TO SUBMIT REVISED PROPOSALS IN WHICH EACH WILL 
BE ASKED TO BID ON THE BASIS OF BOTH ADVANCED ENGINE 
TECHNOLOGY AND NEW KEY COMPONENTS SELECTED AS THOSE WHICH 
DOMINATE FIELD MAINTENANCE AND LOGISTICS TANK SUPPORT IN 
THE FIELD AND WHICH WILL LEAD TO A HIGHER DEGREE OF 
STANDARDIZATION WITHIN NATO. THIS WOULD PERMIT THE FINAL 

SELECTION TO BE MADE BEFORE THE END OF THE CALENDAR YEAR. 

SECRETARY HOFFMAN EMPHASIZED THAT THE NEW REQUIREMENTS 
BEING SET BY THE U.S. ARMY WILL REFLECT THE INTENT OF 
BOTH A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) SIGNED BY THE 
UNITED STATES AND THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY (FRG) 

IN 1974 AND AN ADDENDUM TO THAT MOU WHICH IS EXPECTED TO 
BE COMPLETED AND SIGNED WITHIN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS. 

THE ORIGINAL MOU SEEKS MAXIMUM STANDARDIZATION OF THE 
TANKS OF THE TWO COUNTRIES. IT CALLS FOR A COMPARATIVE 
EVALUATION OF THE FRG LEOPARD II TANK AND THE FINALLY 
SELECTED U.S. XM-1, WITH TESTING TO TAKE PLACE IN THE 
UNITED STATES FROM SEPTEMBER TO DECEMBER OF THIS YEAR. 

THE CONTEMPLATION OF THE ORIGINAL 1974 MOU WAS THAT, IN 
THE EVENT THAT THE LEOPARD II PROVES TO BE THE OVERALL 
SUPERIOR TANK FOR THE COST, THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
COULD RECOMMEND THE LEOPARD DESIGN FOR PRODUCTION IN THE 
UNITED STATES. 

THE PROPOSED ADDENDUM, DISCUSSED BETWEEN SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE DONALD RUMSFELD AND MINISTER OF DEFENSE GEORGE 
LEBER OF THE FRG EARLIER THIS MONTH, IS INTENDED, IN THE 
EVENT THAT A COMMON TANK FOR THE TWO COUNTRIES IS NOT 
ACHIEVED, TO ASSURE THAT MAXIMUM FEASIBLE STANDARDIZATION 
OF MAJOR COMPONENTS IS OBTAINED. 
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WHICHEVER TANK IS ULTIMATELY PRODUCED IN THE UNITED 
STATES, THE ARMY EXPECTS DISTINCT ADVANTAGES OVER CURRENT 
TANKS. 

INCREASED COMBAT CAPABILITY WILL BE DERIVED FROM A 
STABILIZED FIRE CONTROL SYSTEM INCORPORATING A LASER 
RANGE FINDER, COMPUTER AND DAY/NIGHT SIGHT WHICH WILL 
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AFFORD GREATER EIRST-ROUND HIT CAPABILITY AND PERMIT 
ACCURATE FIRE-ON-THE-MOVE. BY WAY OE DEFENSIVE ADVANTAGE, 

IN ADDITION TO OFEERING A LOW SILHOUETTE, THE NEW TANK 
CANDIDATES INCLUDE ADVANCED ARMOR TECHNIQUES WHICH ARE 
HIGHLY EEEECTIVE AGAINST ANTI-TANK WEAPONS. 

INCREASED TANK PROTECTION WILL BE PROVIDED BY SPECIAL 
SURVIVABILITY MEASURES, SUCH AS SEPARATING THE CREW 
QUARTERS EROM THE EUEL TANKS BY ARMORED BULK HEADS 
AND SLIDING ARMORED DOORS TO ISOLATE THE CREW EROM THE 
STOWED AMMUNITION. 

OTHER INNOVATIVE CONCEPTS ARE EXPECTED TO GIVE WHICHEVER 
TANK IS ULTIMATELY PRODUCED VASTLY SUPERIOR CROSS- 
COUNTRY MOBILITY AND RIDE. ENDQTE. ROBINSON 
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